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Pastor Ostrem

Two days after my dad died, | was back in Muscatine
running some errands, having contact in stores with
people who did not know me or of the events of the
previous days. Four times as | was completing my
business, | was told in a cheerful voice “Have a good
day!” and one time, “Have a GREAT day!” The
superficiality of the greeting began to wear thin. These
were not good days. | vowed on the spot to try to come
up with a better greeting.

Those encounters also reminded me of a recent
observation someone made about worship. “Not
everybody comes to worship to celebrate,” the person
said. Some come who are feeling guilty and therefore we
have confession and absolution and later sing, “Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.” Some come weighed down by all kinds of
burdens — illness, grief, loss, disappointment, failure — so
we sing, “Lord have mercy.” Indeed some do come
filled with joy and gratitude, and so we sing, “Glory to
God in the highest.” And when we prepare to leave to go
into a world which is filled with challenge and peril, we
have more to say than a flippant “Have a nice day.” We
say, “The Lord bless you and keep you..”

The death of my dad reminded me again that we as
Christian people have more to offer the world than what
often amounts to flippant and shallow optimism or
superficial greetings from cheerful voices. We have the
promise of Christ’s presence, the gift of Christ’s peace,
the power of Christ’s resurrection. The season of Advent
also reminds us of these same gifts of Christ who has
come into our world.

What if in Advent we greeted each other with the words,
“Christ is coming soon”? (Indeed, some will look at us
cross-eyed and think we have gone off the deep end.)
But what if we responded to the greeting with an “Amen!
O Lord come quickly”? We would acknowledge both
the deep longings and need we have in this life for God’s
presence in our lives and also express our deep hope that
God does come into our lives with peace and power and
love.

I’m going to try giving up the “Have a nice day,” line. |
think I will simply say what the pastor said at the
graveside - “Peace be with you,” - and see what happens.

Pastor Ostrem

TEAMWORK

Cheryl Hollich

When | was growing up at Ascension Lutheran in
Milwaukee there was a woman named Mrs. Markel.
She was a short, wiry woman who exuded energy in
whatever she did. One of her main volunteer jobs at
the church was the annual Christmas program. Her
programs were not the “standard” type of
programs—she was also very creative. Looking
back now, | marvel at all that she did. However, as
a kid, I remember that during those pre-Christmas
days, whenever my friends and | saw her coming
down the hallway, we would go in the opposite
direction. Suddenly we heard our mothers or fathers
calling us. Suddenly we ducked into restrooms
more frequently. We just didn’t want to be cornered
and drafted and thus have no way of saying “no” to
being a part of her latest extravaganza. You just
couldn’t say “no” to Mrs. Markel!

The reason | am sharing this story about Mrs.
Markel is that I just recently realized that | have
become Mrs. Markel. Not as creative as her,
certainly not as energetic, but nonetheless, | have
become the dreaded Christmas Program Lady. It
happened when | noticed the high school youth
trying to go the other way or | listened politely to
reasons on “why | can’t be in the program this year”
and then I replied, “you are a senior, this will be
your last year.” | smile at teachers and say, “Here
are your parts, you can begin practicing anytime
now.”

So, in memory of all the Mrs. Markels of the
church—both past and present (perhaps you
remember just someone like her from your past)--
you are invited to remember Christmas by attending
the Sunday School Christmas Program that will be
held on Sunday, December 10, 4:00 PM. This
year’s Program is entitled, All I Want for
Christmas...Is Jesus! It is the story of Mrs. Holly
Berry, a frazzled Christmas Shop owner. It is
Christmas Eve and the last thing on her mind is the
real meaning of Christmas. *“Customers” view her
life sized Nativity display which has the annoying
habit of coming to life to tell the “Jesus is Born”
story but one piece is missing...the Baby Jesus!
Where did she put the Baby? A “Celebrate the
Season” party will follow. See you there!
Remember, Mrs. Markel is watching YOU.




PRAYER CORNER

“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.”

Those hospitalized and those who have requested
our continued prayers:

Sam Morris  Ruth Unkel Amy Meyer
Emmert Heitmann Art Williams
Dave Starkweather ~ Don Stange  Ray Wichers

Lynn Heitmann Florence Naber

Those who have lost loved ones:
the family of Emma Whisler
the family of Emma Grace Elder
(Grandchild of Jane Sauer & Pat Minder)
the family of Franklin Ostrem
(Father of Pastor Paul Ostrem)

Those from Zion who are at Lutheran Homes:
Charlotte Sylvester  Hilda Collitz
Muriel Finnegan Margaret Jensen Mike Jensen
Margaret Freese  Emilie Stratton
Helen Timm Betty Breckenfelder

Other Special Needs:

1) Pray for the hungry and the homeless throughout
the world, for the ELCA Hunger Appeal, the work
of Bread for the World, and the Muscatine Food
Pantry.

2) Pray for our Bishops, Mark and Philip; for our
missionary to Japan, Heather Simpson; for Bishop
Msangi of the Pare Diocese in Tanzania; and for
all who serve the Church.

3) Pray for our nation, for peace in our world, an end
to all conflicts, and for all those who serve our
nation on foreign soil.

4) Give thanks for Christ’s presence in the world and
for the joy of the Advent and Christmas seasons.

5) Pray for those for whom the cold weather will
present special challenges.

6) Pray for safe travel for those who are journeying
during the Christmas season.

7) Pray for all our newly elected and re-elected local,
state, and national leaders.

8) Pray for Pastor Greg Friedrich, the new chaplain at
Lutheran Homes.

The Fellowship Committee invites you to
express your warmest wishes to the following
members of Zion who celebrate their 80th or
older birthday this month:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO

DECEMBER 9

DECEMBER 22
DECEMBER 23
DECEMBER 25

ANITA DAVIS
*HENRIETTA BISHOP
SHIRLEY STANGE
*FLORENCE NABER

*Denotes 90+ years old
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The darnedest things

For a lighter moment: A pastor was
addressing the children during the Christmas
service. “Who is the mother of Jesus?” he
asked them.

Without hesitation, dozens of tiny voices
chorused back, “Mary.”

“That’s right. Now who can tell me who is
the father of Jesus?”

There was quiet and fidgeting; no one had
told them there was going to be a quiz. Then a
young girl spoke up. With assurance she boldly
announced, “It’s Virge.”

There were several seconds of silence. Then
she added, “You know, Jesus’ parents. Virge
an’ Mary.”

- Homiletics, December 2005




My sincere thanks to Pastor Paul, Cheryl & Zion
members who provided birthday cards that added to a
bright and cheerful day for me. Many thanks,

Evelyn Schauland

Thank you to those that remembered me with greeting
cards on my “Special Day.” All thoughts are greatly
appreciated. Love and God’s Blessings.

Arlene Angel

Thank you for all the cards and best wishes given for
my Confirmation Service.
Meredith Baird

Thanks to Pastor Ostrem, the church and all who sent
us cards for our anniversary. It is so nice to know we
have so many friends. In God’s Love,

Carl & Dorothy Tiecke

Thanks to all the blood donors who came Monday.
We had a nice turnout and met our goal.

Nancy Tietge

Thank You

We would like to thank everyone who expressed their
concern and sympathy for us at the time of the death of
our father and grandfather, Franklin Ostrem. Thank
you for the cards, memorials, floral gifts, and other
expressions of concern. A special thank you to those
who traveled to Radcliffe for the visitation and funeral.
Your kindnesses will never be forgotten.

Pastor Paul, Carol, David, and Philip

Thank you for all the lovely card | received for my
Birthday. | really appreciated every one of them.

Mildred Knause

Thank you to everyone who contributed food for the
Youth Soup and Pie Supper. Thanks especially to Bert
Toyne, Helen Colony, Reita Driskell, Twyla Subbert
and Tina Moore for the making of the soups.

The Youth Committee

If You Are Hospitalized...

Laws protecting privacy are having an affect upon
our ability to have access to lists of patients in area
hospitals, including Unity in Muscatine. If you, a
family member, or another member/friend of Zion
is hospitalized and would like a staff member to
visit you, please call the church office. It can no
longer be assumed that we will “just find out” by
checking the list.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

It will have been four years since we last
had a directory done at Zion and so the
Fellowship Committee has been busy at
work planning a new directory.

LifeTouch will be the directory company
and they will be at Zion on January 17, 18,
19, 20 and January 25, 26, and 27.

More information on how to schedule your
setting (with no obligation to purchase
portraits!) will be in the January newsletter.
You will be able to go on-line and set-up
times via Zion’s website or sign-up at the
church or someone will contact you
regarding a time. Gather your family and
your calendars and be ready to “smile for
the camera!”































